MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES  -  THURSDAY, JUNE 25, 2009
The Thursday, June 25, 2009 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order at 2:29 p.m..  Present were:  Commissioner Ben Alperstein (Acting Chairman); Commissioner Arnold “Arnie” Dansicker; Commissioner William R. “Bill” McCaffrey; Commissioner Lenny Moore; Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; Bruce C. Spizler, Senior Assistant Attorney General; and Michelle Martin, Administrative Assistant. 
APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENTS
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the professional boxing shows which were held in the months of August and September, 2009.
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the 

August 27, 2009 professional boxing show proposed by promoter Michael J. Wagner of Ballroom Boxing, Inc. and scheduled to be held at Hager Hall in Hagerstown, Maryland.  Executive Director Pannella reported that he will meet with representatives of Mr. Wagner, including Mr. Wagner’s chief of security for this boxing show, to conduct a site inspection of Hager Hall.  Mr. Pannella noted that the site inspection will include the submittal of a security plan for the event proposed by Mr. Wagner’s chief of security.  

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, Executive Director Pannella is to conduct a site inspection of Hager Hall in Hagerstown, Maryland and submit a report to the Commission regarding this inspection; and, provided that such a report is favorable, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the following boxing show: 

Professional Boxing Show
tc \l4 "the following professional boxing show:Thursday, August 27, 2009 - 8:00 p.m.

Hager Hall - Hagerstown, Maryland
Promoter:  Michael J. Wagner / Ballroom Boxing, Inc. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Alperstein, and seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the following professional boxing show:


Professional Boxing Show
tc \l4 "the following professional boxing show:Friday, September 25, 2009 - 8:00 p.m.

Michael’s Eighth Avenue - Glen Burnie, Maryland
Promoter:  Michael J. Wagner / Ballroom Boxing; 

APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING EVENTS
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the professional wrestling events currently scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland in the months of May through August, 2009.  

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional wrestling events:
Professional Wrestling Event

Sunday, August 2, 2009 - 7:30 p.m.

Promoter:  Bradley Vance / Real Championship Wrestling (RCW) 

Steelworkers Hall - Dundalk, Maryland;

Professional Wrestling Event

Sunday, September 20, 2009 - 7:00 p.m.

Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick / Eastern Wrestling Alliance (EWA)

Tall Cedars Hall - Parkville, Maryland;

Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, October 3, 2009 - 7:30 p.m.
Promoter:  Bradley Vance / Real Championship Wrestling (RCW) 
Clarence “Du” Burns Arena - Baltimore, Maryland; and
Professional Wrestling Event
Sunday, October 18, 2009 - 7:00 p.m.
Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick / Eastern Wrestling Alliance (EWA

Tall Cedars Hall - Parkville, Maryland.
INTERNATIONAL CHINESE MARTIAL ARTS CHAMPIONSHIP
Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler and Executive Director Pannella provided the Commission with an overview of a Commission investigation regarding whether relevant portions of the International Chinese Martial Arts Championship (ICMAC) National Finals, scheduled to be held on October 9 - 11, 2009 at the Gaylord National Resort and Convention Center in National Harbor, Maryland, would require Commission sanctioning and regulation.  Mr. Pannella noted that this tournament will include amateur Chinese-style full contact kickboxing known by the traditional Chinese terms of Lei Tai, San Shou and San Da.

Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler reported that the International Sport Karate Association (ISKA) is desirous of governing and supervising the amateur Chinese-style full contact kickboxing contests occurring at the ICMAC National Finals on October 9-11, 2009 in National Harbor, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella conducted a poll of state athletic commissions affiliated with the Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC) which were familiar with the ISKA, and, together with Mr. Spizler, determined that the ISKA is a “nationally recognized” amateur kickboxing organization.  Mr. Spizler explained that, per Maryland law, amateur boxing, kickboxing, or wrestling conducted under the supervision of a national recognized amateur organization is exempted from Commission jurisdiction.

Upon a motion by Commissioner Alperstein, and seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to recognize the International Sport Karate Association (ISKA) as a nationally recognized amateur kickboxing organization authorized to supervise amateur full contact kickboxing contests in the martial arts disciplines of Lei Tai, San Shou and San Da, including supervising the amateur Chinese-style full contact kickboxing contests scheduled as a part of the International Chinese Martial Arts Championship (ICMAC) National Finals to be held on October 9 - 11, 2009 in National Harbor, Maryland.

DIGITAL SCALE FOR PROFESSIONAL BOXING WEIGH-INS
Executive Director Pannella reported that, after conducting a survey of state and tribal commissions affiliated with the Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC) in regard to the type of scale utilized by these commissions at professional boxing weigh-in activities, the Commission recently purchased a digital scale to be used at Commission-sanctioned professional boxing weigh-in activities in the future.  Mr. Pannella recognized the owner and staff members of Carlton Scale in Salisbury, Maryland for their outstanding professional assistance in answering Commission inquiries pertaining to the calibration, usage and maintenance of scales. 
PROFESSIONAL BOXING WEIGH-IN PROCEDURES
Executive Director Pannella reported that the Commission conducted a survey of state and tribal commissions affiliated with the Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC) in regard to whether each commission permits professional boxers to check their weights on the commission’s weigh-in scale at some point prior to a commission’s official weigh-in activity.  After a discussion of the findings of the survey with Commission members, Mr. Pannella reported that, at the beginning of the Commission’s June 18, 2009 weigh-in activity for boxers scheduled to compete in the June 19 professional boxing show in Salisbury, Maryland, he allotted 20 minutes for the boxers to “unofficially” check their weights on the Commission’s weigh-in scale.  Mr. Pannella stated that:  1. A Commission inspector was posted next to the Commission’s weigh-in scale to ensure that the scale was not compromised or manipulated in any manner; and 2. Several boxers took advantage of the opportunity and individually checked their respective weights on the Commission’s weigh-in scale.  Mr. Pannella opined that 15 minutes would be an adequate amount of time for the boxers to unofficially check their weights on the Commission’s weigh-in scale at the beginning of each weigh-in activity.
Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to allot 15 minutes at the beginning of each official weigh-in activity for the professional boxers who are scheduled to compete to “unofficially” check their weights on the Commission’s weigh-in scale if they so desire; provided that the checking of boxers’ weights is conducted under the direct observation of Commission personnel in order to ensure and maintain the integrity and security of the scale at all times.
REVIEW OF MAY 29, 2009
PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Commissioner Dansicker and Commissioner Moore led a review of the May 29, 2009 professional boxing event which was promoted by Murray “Jake” Smith, Jr. of Baltimore Pro Boxing and held at the Clarence “Du” Burns Arena in Baltimore, Maryland.  Executive Director Pannella reported that Cory Cummings of Baltimore, Maryland defeated Demetrius Davis of Clinton, Maryland by technical knockout at 1:45 of the ninth round to win the “Maryland State Super Middleweight Title”.
REVIEW OF JUNE 5, 2009

PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the June 5, 2009 professional boxing event which was promoted by the Maryland Boxing Club, Inc. and held at the Carroll County Agriculture Center’s Shipley Arena in Westminster, Maryland.  

REVIEW OF JUNE 18, 2009

PROESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Commissioner Dansicker and Commissioner McCaffrey led a review of the June 18, 2009 professional boxing event which was promoted by Michael J. Wagner of Ballroom Boxing, Inc. and held at Michael’s Eighth Avenue in Glen Burnie, Maryland.

REVIEW OF JUNE 19, 2009

PROESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the June 19, 2009 professional boxing event which was promoted by Prize Fight Promotions, LLC and held at the Wicomico Youth and Civic Center in Salisbury, Maryland.

PROESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the June 19, 2009 professional boxing event which was promoted by Prize Fight Promotions, LLC and held at the Wicomico Youth and Civic Center in Salisbury, Maryland.

COMMISSION PROCEDURES FOR THE APPROVAL OF BOUTS
The Commission held a discussion regarding Commission procedures relating to the approval of professional boxing bouts proposed by matchmakers and promoters.

Commissioner Dansicker opined that, in determining whether to approve or disallow a proposed professional boxing bout, the Commission should never override or oppose the “medical” recommendation of the Commission’s chief physician.
Commissioner Dansicker opined that the Commission should not propose the names of professional boxers to a matchmaker and/or promoter when bouts are being created. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Alperstein, and seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to never override or oppose the “medical” recommendation of the Commission’s chief physician regarding whether a proposed professional boxing bout should be approved.

Upon a motion by Commissioner Dansicker, and seconded by Commissioner McCaffrey, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to continue its practice of not proposing the names of professional boxers in an unsolicited manner to a matchmaker and/or promoter when bouts are being created. 

“BOXING AND WRESTLING TAX”
Executive Director Pannella reported that, in a meeting following the completion of the June 19, 2009 professional boxing event which was promoted by Prize Fight Promotions, LLC and held at the Wicomico Youth and Civic Center in Salisbury, Maryland, Russ Young of Prize Fight Promotions, LLC asked Mr. Pannella to make the Commission members aware of:  1. Prize Fight Promotions, LLC’s disappointment with the amount of the State of Maryland’s “Boxing and Wrestling Tax”, which is currently set at ten percent of the gross receipts of a boxing, kickboxing or wrestling event; and 2.  Prize Fight Promotions, LLC’s desire to have a cap placed on the State of Maryland’s “Boxing and Wrestling Tax” which would be based on the amount of revenue being generated for a specific boxing, kickboxing or wrestling event. 

The Commission determined that any proposed changes to the “Boxing and Wrestling Tax” would be a matter of consideration for the Maryland Office of the Comptroller and the Maryland Legislature, rather than the Commission. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon a motion by Commissioner Alperstein, and seconded by Commissioner McCaffrey, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to enter into an Executive Session at 4:06 p.m. to consult with Counsel regarding concerns about the interpretation of, and ambiguity of, Commission regulation COMAR 09.14.02.05(A) regarding the application for a promoter’s license.  The Executive Session ended at 4:39 p.m..
“PROTOCOL AND TIMELINE FOR THE SCHEDULING OF PROFESSIONAL MMA EVENTS”
Executive Director Pannella provided the Commission with a draft of the Commission’s “Protocol and Timeline for the Scheduling of Professional MMA Events” as well as an overview of the document.  Mr. Pannella noted that, after it is approved by the Commission and per the Commission’s request, this document will be immediately published on the internet on the State Athletic Commission / Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation (DLLR) website.  Mr. Pannella noted that:  1. The Commission’s mixed martial arts regulations become effective on July 6, 2009; and 2. Licensed promoters apply to the Commission for sanctioning of a professional MMA event beginning on July 7, 2009; provided such requests fully comply with the requirements set forth in the Commission’s “Protocol and Timeline for the Scheduling of Professional MMA Events”.
Upon a motion by Commissioner Dansicker, and seconded by Commissioner McCaffrey, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the Commission’s “Protocol and Timeline for the Scheduling of Professional MMA Events”.

NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting will be held on Thursday, July 23, 2009 at 2:30 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Commissioner Dansicker, and seconded by Commissioner McCaffrey, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to adjourn the meeting at 5:00 p.m..
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