Draft Organizational Statement


The intent of the organizational statement is to provide the respective fire department and/or rescue squad with guidance in what its mission is and the training required to perform those activities without exposing personnel to injury or death.  When an organization identifies the emergencies it responds to, then it can identify the training required.


Simply saying that our mission is to “save lives and property” does not provide the focus necessary to identify the level of response and the training required. Fire departments and rescue squads should not respond and attempt to perform emergency services on incidents where personnel have not been trained to mitigate that specific emergency. Where departments do not have the funding for equipment or training required to perform services at a given emergency type they should provide awareness level information to first responders.  Awareness level should include recognition of the hazard, obtaining specific help, denying entry to others who may become part of the incident. An example of an organizational statement follows:

Organizational Statement of (your organization’s official name).


The (your organization’s official name) is a duly chartered fire department and/or rescue squad in the State of Maryland, with facilities located at (identify station(s) locations).  This organization serves the general area of (identify area).  


It is the mission of the (your organization’s official name) to provide emergency services, within its response area, as follows:


Fire suppression in all structures in the service area,


Emergency Medical Services at the (identify level-BLS, ALS) in the service area,


Hazardous materials incidents at the (identify level of response-awareness, operational, technician) level in the service area,


Confined space incidents at the (identify level-awareness, entry) level in the service area,


Ice rescues,


Still water (ponds, lakes),


Swift water (rivers, floods),


High angle rescue, and


Others you might do.


The (your organization’s official name) will not take mitigating actions at any emergencies not covered within the scope of this organizational statement.  The (your organization’s official name) will respond to such incidents and take appropriate action to secure the area, deny entry and call for the appropriate resources trained to handle the given emergency. 
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